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NOT A MERE COMPETITION, YET A RATHER SHARING, COLLABORATION AND 
FRATERNITY EVENT 

Yogyakarta, 8 November 2017 
By: Gunar Yadi, M.A.1 

 
It was all of a sudden I received the 
information cum invitation to take part in 
the grand finale of the Primary School 
Pop-Science Writing Competition 
(PSPSWC) in Jogjakarta, 7-10 November 
2017. After a last minute approval by the 
Organising Committee on travel grant I 
had appealed earlier through its contact 
person, Dr. Ngadirin, I had to wrap up the 
whole enchilada in a short notice, from 
beseeching permission from direct 

stakeholders, assignments for students, up to the luggage, administrative and household matters. 
The concurs is organised by the Directorate for Primary School Development, Indonesian 
Ministry of Education and Culture (MEC). Intertwined with the PSPSWC, the Directorate also 
organised the Primary Schools Quality Culture Competition (PSQCC). 
 
I felt deeply touched by the Organising Committee’s support for the return ticket Amsterdam-
Jakarta as I saw in the finalists list that I did not only represent the Indonesian School of The 
Hague (SIDH) in the event but also as the only participant from the Indonesian Schools in 
Foreign Countries (SILN). Besides, without moral and structural backings from SIDH’s Principal 
and Committee, Attaché of Education and Culture of the Indonesian Embassy, as well as SIDH 
communities, I would have been unable to attend the final round in Yogyakarta. 
 
From Jakarta, the aeroplane landed in Adisucipto Airport in late Tuesday afternoon. Although 
there is no time difference between Jakarta and Yogyakarta, nevertheless, the surrounding has 
become much duskier than in the western part of Java. After completing the registration and 
check-in in a chic hotel next to the Jogja City Mall I came across some participants and chatted 
from which I could pump some valuable information and new insights. 
 
The competition was formally launched with the hitting the gong by the Director General of 
Primary and Secondary Education, Mr Hamid Muhammad, Ph.D. on Wednesday morning, 8 
November 2017. In his address, Mr Muhammad conveyed the necessity of improve the quality of 
Indonesian education by focusing on three aspects: 
 

1. Nurturing students’ characters as the foundation of Indonesia education 
2. Literacy. He underscored that the on-going competition was an enhancement of literacy 

that is to stimulate young learners and teachers to love reading and writing 
3. Preparing the young learners to survive future challenges by furnishing them with 4 C 

skills namely: 1. Critical thinking; 2. Creativity; 3. Communication; and 4. Collaboration. 
 

                                                             
1 Vice-Principal of the Indonesian School of The Hague; participant of the PSPSWC Grand Final. 
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Earlier in the opening ceremony, the Director of Directorate for Primary School Development, 
Drs. Wowon Widaryat, M.Si., had informed the audience that the line of logic for the 
competitions was in general intended to improve education quality of primary schools. The 
selecting process has been carried out since early August until October 2017. During the period, 
the Organising Committee had received 4,500 essays out of which 900 for the PSPSWC and only 
25 essays were selected for the finale. 
 
Equivalent to the quality of works being contested in the PSQCC, that of contended in the 
PSPSWC could be considered as highly tough and selective as well. As expected, most of the 
finalists were decidedly experienced or prolific authors and practitioners in their fields, a quality 
I myself do not feel being one in such grouping. Even so, however, just like what a German 
athlete, Magdalena Neuner said, “Do my best, so that I can’t blame myself for anything,” I am 
confident to act likewise. Who would win the prizes is irrelevant. One thing for sure is that no 
single person can influence the final and binding judges’ decision whose capacity, integrity and 
professionalism beyond doubt. 
 
Finally, quoting Mr Muhammad’s opening speech that competition is important, but there is no 
more important than the spirit of collaboration. What I have witnessed, experienced hands-on 
and contemplated since Tuesday and this second day, this event is not merely a competition, yet 
it provides the opportunity to share best practices, collected and documented them as 
recommendations in policy design for further improvement of Indonesian education quality. 
Beyond that, I concluded this event has also opened the window for a group of Indonesian 
writers to mingle, widen their network and glue their comradery. In this perspective, I think the 
Organising Committee on behalf of Indonesian MEC has been very successful indeed in creating 
this event to achieve such objectives. 


